Tradition has it that Rama was the ideal king. Gandhiji 
маз only reinforcing it when he named his ideal state 
*Rama-Rajya’. Yet the predecessors of Вата, in his dynasty 
of the Ikshwakus, were as valiant and as benign аз Rama 
himself. This story tells of their deeds. 

The heroes of epics have their tragic flows because 
epics always tell the whole truth. Like Rome, his ancestors 
also had flawed characters despite the glory of their per- 
sonclities. 

Inspired by the epic of Val Kalidasa wrote 
classic poem "Raghuvomsha'. While chronicling the lives 
of the ancestors of Rama, it noted the decline of the ruling 
house also. 

It is interesting to note thet the Puranas trace the 
genealogy of Rama to the Sun. Some of the illustrious 
ancestors listed in the genealogy are Menu, lkshwoku, 
Harischandra, Rohita, Sagara, Bhagiratha, Amborisho ond 
Rituparna. Brihodbolo, who fought in the МаһаЬһогата war 
is said to be с descendont of Ramo. 


WE HAVE BEEN COMPELLED TO INCREASE THE 
PRICE OF AMAR CHITRA KATHA TO RS. 2.50 PER COPY 
BECAUSE OF THE RISING COST OF PRODUCTION. WE 
REQUEST OUR READERS TO KINDLY BEAR WITH US. 
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(ANCESTORS OF RAMA 
EN ! 11 


때 | 


99005 GREAT “GRANDFATHER , THE 
PIOUS DILIPA OF THE IKSHUAKL RACE, 
WAS RENOWNED FOR HIS VIRTUE. 

HIS WIFE SUDAKSHINA WAS DEVOTED 
TO HIM AND HIS SUBJECTS LOVED 
HIM. YET HE WAS SAD —HE HAD 


энли. сонвит ХР. 
SAGE VASISHTHA- HE WILL. 
JE MAY BE ABLE 


O HELP U5. 


LOYAL MINISTERS. 
ТАМ NOW FREE 
70 VISIT THE 


жена сүн санч 


[ат THE HERMITAGE OF THE SAGE — BY YOUR GRACE, MY = 
„| KINGDOM COULD NOT що 
ВЕ МОКЕ PROSPEROUS | (< 
OR MY SUBJECTS АМ 
AND YOUR HAPPIER- YET .-. 
KINGDOM © 


= 


аш. Pires VER сан LONG, LONG AGO, WHEN) 
WE YEARN FOR А SON. іза 5 
A a WHY ARE WE MCA 
HEAVEN AND YOU меке 222) 

В. А YOUNG PRINCE, you бус 

HAD GONE то VISIT 

INDRA WITH 

SUDAKSHINA, 


T VASISHTHA CLOSED HIS EJES FOE 
E QUEEN. AND А MOMENT. THEN — 


ГАН! HERE COMES THE “У 


CROWN -PRINCE OF AYODHYA ) 


WITH HIS BRIDE ТО РАУ МЕ 
HOMAGE. | SHALL BLESS / — 
ТНЕМ WITH MANY 


VALIANT SONS: 


— Lana 
ў YOU WERE SO ENGROSSED IN YOUR YOUNG BRIDE, HOWEVER, THAT YOU HARDLY жоғар | 
ўваюавні. SHE FELT SLIGHTED AMD HER INTENDED BLESSING CAME FORTH 45 A CUPS 


VAIN PRINCE, MAY YOU 
AND YOUR BRIDE NEVER 
HAVE ANY CHILDREN TILL 
YOU ATONE FOR NEGLEC- 
TING ME BY SERVING 
MY OFFSPRING 


— AS THE WISE WILL) 
WAS 50 LOUD THAT You TELL YOU, THOSE 
DID NOT HEAR THE WHO SLIGHT THE 
CURSE, AND DROVE ом." ў WORTHY, ARE 

THEMSELVES THE 


О VENERABLE ONE, LISTEN, ALONG WITH YOUR 
IT ил AN UNINTENDED | | WEE, WAIT ON SuRABHI's DAUGHTER, бий 
SLIGHT. HOW CAN NANDINI, WITH LOVE AND. DEVOTION. g 

| ATONE FOR IT? 


PLEASED, NANDINI WILL BESTOW 
| = ОМ YOU THE PRICELESS BOON 


omar china кага 


У mue may чоч WN V. 
Мариго GRACE AND 

\ | | BECOME THE PROUD | 
АТ DAWN, SUDAKSHINA MUST ў | 
ESCORT HER ТО THE FOREST У FATHER OF MIGHTY 
AND, IN THE EVENING WAIT 
ТО WELCOME HER. YOU MUST 
ATTEND UFON HER DURING 


[BEFORE Daun ЕАСИ DAY, SUDAKSHINA | эн АМО LED HER TOWARDS 


WORSHIPPED МАМАМ 1) THe EDGE OF THE FOREST. 


Ж DAWN. TO DUSK , DUPA WAITEC 
IPON HE 


WDN. À: 


АН! MY 
LOVED QUEEN 
WAITING 


AND TAKE HER 
HOME. 


му сонга сити, 


(ау THE TWENTY-SECOND DAY, NANDINI JOP THE GREEN SLOPES OF THE 
WANDERED QUT OF THE FOREST. [HIMALAYAS SHE VENTURED... 


AND ATTEN- 
TIVE - NOW 
10061 TEST 


11229: 
е 


ПЕЕ 10202. 


THE NATURAL. SPLENDOUR. OF THE 
LET HER WANDER. HER | = SUDDENL е 
байышы | |sueeounpINGS. 54006 
жи. РЕОТЕСТ 
HER FROM 

HARM. 


[BUT то HIS AMAZEMENT , DLIPA FOUND | 
(#6 ARM PARALYZED. 


Їн RAN INTO THE GROVE TO FIND 
NANDINI AT THE MERCY OF A LION- 

ILL SHOOT THE ПОН 
AND FREE YOU N A 


о KING, 1 HAVE CAST А SPELL ON | 
YOU. SHIVA HAS POSTED ME HERE | 


HOW CAN 12 IT 15 THE 
COW THAT HAS TRES 
PASSED. YOU ONLY 
FOLLOWED HER LIKE А 

DEVOTED SON- 4 


АМО LIKE A 
DEVOTED SON 1 AM 
WILLING TO GIVE 
UP MY LIFE FOR 


ааа "7 
BY DYING чои WOULD BE SAVING 


ONLY ONE LIFE. BUT BY LIVING YOU 
COULD PROTECT MILLIONS. BESIDES, 


WITHOUT YOU. 50 
PRESERVE YOUR 


й WOULD YOU BE ABLE 


ТО FACE SHIVA IF HIS HONOUR ? | VALUE MY 
REPUTATION, WHICH WILL 
LIVE AFTER ME, FAR ABOVE 
MERE LIFE WHICH 15 
FLEETING . GO, PLEASE 
ACCEPT MY OFFER AND 
LET MY CHARGE GO 


UNHARMED. e" 


Дый 


_ | TREE WERE DESTROYED? 
HOW ТНЕМ CAN І ВЕТКАЎ, 

У THE FAITH OF THE 
VENERABLE ®АбЕ 2, 


DO NOT FEAR 
THE SAGE. YOU 
CAN APPEASE HIM 
WITH GIFTS. 


тиен 50 
BEIT. 


ANCESTORS ОР RAMA 


BOON AS THE LION AGREED, THE 
ISPELL WAS BROKEN AND DILIPA COULD 


НЕ FELL BEFORE THE INSTEAD, A SWEET VOICE 
LION EXPECTING DEATH SOUNDED IN HIS EARS. 


FROM ITS PAWS. 


(45 DILIPA SLOWLY ROSE, HE WAS ASTONISHED] 
70 SEE NANDINI WHERE THE LION SHOULD. 
HAVE BEEN. 
VO МОТ ВЕ 

AMAZED, O VALIANT KING- 
1 CREATED THIS ILLUSION TO ўсе 
TEST YOU. VASISHTHA’S 
SPIRITUAL POWER GUARDS 
MESO WELL THAT ЧАМА" 
HIMSELF CANNOT 

TOUCH МЕ 


4 THE GOD OF DEATH. 


THEN, МЕ МЕ 


YOUR LOYALTY А NOBLE SON, 
AND DEVOTION HAVE O MOTHER. 
PLEASED ME. YOU Ж 


В7 THEN LET us 
| МАМЕ нім RAGHU, 
OUR SON SHALL BE THE SWIF T-MOVING, 
HIS CHARIOT SHALL 3 
RANGE OVER. ЗЕК 
REMOTEST 
BOUNDARIES, 


RAGHU WAS 
то YOU, THE WISEST Y 
IN THE LAND; І ENTRUST 
THE SPIRITUAL TRAIN- 
ING OF MY SON 


Ш GREW UP TO BECOME YS XÎ 
UY 


HOPE OF THE KINGDOM! 
| MUST NOW GET you 


YOU AS THE 
НЕК APPARENT. 


TH SACRIFICE, THE АВНИА- 
МЕРНА AND EARN THE TITLE —LORD 
[ОЕ A HUNDRED SACRIFICES WHICH 
INDRA ALONE NOW ENJOYS. QU 


C EO La 


[as RAGHU AND HIS COMRADES FOLLOWED THE HORSE, THEY DEFEATED AND 
|5UBDHED MANY KINGS . 


ЧОМ HAVE DEFEATED 
ME NOW BUT | SHALL 
HAVE MY REVENGI 


SOME DAY 1 SHALL 

MAKE YOU SUFFER 
THE SAME 
HUMILIATION. 


MEANWHILE, INDRA, KING ОҒ | |50. MAKING HIMSELF 
DEVAS, WAS РЕЕТИЕВЕР. |INVISIBLE „INDRA DROVE 


ГЕ DILIPA PERFORMS THE 
ASHWAMEDHA,) WILL. NO THE HORSE! 
LONGER HAVE SOLE CLAIM IT'S BEING 
OVER THE TITLE—LORD OF. 
А HUNDRED 
SACRIFICES. 


(мака, HOWEVER , HAU 

|МОТ RECKONED WITH = 

МАМИМРВ AFFECTION FOE -(_ 

RAGHU. AS THE PRINCE x 
(AND Hı5 FRIENDS STOOD 
|PERPLEXED, SHE BLESSED | = 
нім WITH SUPERNATURAL 
VISION. 


i HAVE RECEIVED THE 
GRACE ТО SEE THINGS 

NOT VISIBLE TO THE 
HUMAN EVE. 


ASS ОЕ ЛАНА: 


INDRA WAS AMAZED BY RAGHIPS BOLD WORDS. 
ІНЕ STOPPED HIS CHARIOT. 
O GREAT ONE. 


9 NOBLE PRINCE, YOU 
You SHOULD SMITE OUR Я E 
FOES-NOT STEAL THE | [SPEAK WELL. BUT ВУ 


PERFORMING THE 


SHARE OF THE FATHER PLANS TO 


ROB ME OF MY 
Ы SACRIFICE . THEN 
WHY DO you | |ТІТЕ.І MEAN TO 


[AND НЕ SAW THAT THE THIEF WAS 
INDRA, KING OF THE DEVAS. 


27 LET THE HORSE GO, 


[IN REPLY RAGHU RAISED HIS BOW. AND 
тоок жм. TT 77 


HAVE ТО KILL 
МЕ FIRST. 


INDRA WAS FURIOUS. 


НЕ PLACED A DEADLY ARROW ON 
45 BOW AND TOOK AIM: E 


AND BEFORE IDRA COULD RECOVER FROM 
THE SHOCK RAGHU SHOT DOWN HIS FLAG. 


ENRAGED, INDRA FLUNG HIS BOW. 
AWAY AMD--. Ñ 


“z: SEEZING HS LETHAL. 


80 IT AT RAGHU. | 


HOW WILL 
WE FACE 
THE KING ® 


(ват (0! THE NEXT 
MOMENT RAGHU WAS 
(ОМ HIS FEET AGAIN- 

INDRA WAS AMAZED. 


"you HAVE WITH— 
51000 MY WEAPON, 
WHICH EVEN MOUN- 
TAINS CANNOT FACE. 
PLL GIVE OU. WHAT- 
EVER YOU ASK FOR, 
EXCEPT THE HORSE, 


Faras! our 


THEN LET MY FATHER ВЕ GIVEN THE FULL 
MERITS ОҒ ALL HIS SACRIFICES, 
EVEN THOUGH HE MAY NOT COMPLETE 
(THE HUNDREDTH. AND....LET MY FATHER 
Qi», KNOW THIS BEFORE, 

1 REACH AYODHYA, 


AND INDRA’S CHARIOT 
SOARED HEAVENWARDS. 


CERES CEES 88228 


INDRA KEPT HIS PROMISE -A PROUD DILIPA 
STOOD WAITING TO WELCOME THE HERO, AS 
HE ENTERED AYODHYA М TRIUMPH. 


DEAR SON, НОВА MESSENGER 
| -ғокс or Your vaLour Too / Ё 
| BUT YOUR SCARRED HANDS 

АКЕ MORE ELOQUENT. 


50 RAGHU BECAME KING 
AND DILIFA WITH. 
| SUDAKSHINA, RETIRED 


1 NOW WISH то ENTRUST 
и THE KINGDOM то YOU AND 
LEAD АМ ASCETIC LIFE 

Шы vous от 


у 


MEANWHILE, THE VASSAL KINGS, WHOM 
[RAGHU HAD SUBDUED, NOW ROSE N REVOLT! 


WE SHALL 
LEAVE ON А CAM- 
PAIGN OF UNIVERSAL 


T QUT ОМ THE 
IMPAIGN ЯТ THE HEAP 
OF A HUGE ARM: 


72127272 
MIGHTY MISSION. 
ACCOMPLISHED, A 
TRIUMPHANT. RAGHU 
MARCHED HOMENBRDS 
ТО АУОРНУА - 


[И POWER ESTABLISHED, RAGHU NOW 
VECIPED ТО GIVE AW 


[THEIR CROWNS THE 
DUST OF HIS CHARIOT 
COVERS THEIR HUMBLED | 


HEADS - OUR KING / < WHOM І HAVE СОН- 
RETURNS WITH 2 QUERED. THE КЕ5Т 
UNTOLD 3 SHOULD BE STRIBUTŠ 
ЕНЕ ED AMONG MY 

, Ч SUBJECTS. 


Luz а а 


AS THE LAST LOT OF TREASURES WAS GWEN 
Анну» A YOUNG SAGE STOOD BEFORE RAGHU. 


ALAS! 
THERE 16 
NOTHING 

2 


WELCOME, 
O SAGE | HOW 

15 YOUR GURU? 
WHAT CAN 100 


ALL IS WELL WITH US, 
О KING.1 HAD come ғор Ў 

THE FEE МЄН | HAVE то | Й 
РАУ ТО MY TEACHER. BUT 

ТӨЕЕ THAT І HAVE come Д 
ТОО LATE. | WILL 
HAVE TO 60 й 
AND TRY | 
ELSEWHERE. 


THE SAGE TURNED TO GO — pen 


WAT: 
O VIRTUOUS ONE. 
| CANNOT LET yOu 


Ë В 
ж THE GOD OF WEALTH. 


KUBERA" ALONE 
NOW POSSESSES 
SUCH WEALTH. 
1 WILL HAVE TO 
TAKE IT FROM 


اشم CIA‏ ما 
ЎЎ чом онац. Have THAT NIGHT RAGHU вот HIS CHARIOT‏ 
THE AMOUNT YOU Р‏ 
NEED -BE MY GUEST‏ 
FOR А РЕМ DAYS,‏ 
WHILE | SECURE ПТ,‏ 


9 KUBERA. 
oss 


WHEN KUBERA DIVINED HIS WTENTIONS. 
HOWEVER 


ГАТ DAWN, AS 
(клени WAS 
ABOUT то 

SET OUT — 


WHILE YOU SLEPT, 

THE LORD OF 

WEALTH HAS FILLED 
YOUR COFFERS. 


s 
Ж KUBERA'O CAPITAL. 


مس بف مت :۴ 


WHEN RAGHU TOLD THE SAGE ABOUT IT, HE O KING, MAY 
WAS AMAZED. р d SÎ vou ВЕ BLESSED 
телі TO ALL GREAT KINGS WITH А SON AS 
EARTH GLADLY YIELDS БЕЙ GREAT A5 YOU. 
HER WEALTH. HOW — 
GREAT MUST НЕ ВЕ 
WHEN HEAVEN [TSELI 


[амэ SO THE PROMISED SON WAS BORN. 
НЕ SHALL БЕ CALLED = 
AJA, THE UNBORN 
ONE—ARISEN FROM 
THE SUPREME SOUL y 


[AJA GREW ЧР TO BE AS VIRTUOUS AND VALIANT A SON AS 
\RAGHU WAS TO HIS PARENTS. 


отаг chitra katha. 


(лелиннЕ, AT ИОЯКВНЯ , INDUMATI, THE | [THE INVITATION REACHED, THE COURT 
(SISTER OF KING BHOJA, HAD COME OF AGE- SENT FOR АДА. 


INDUMATI MUST SOON 


А SWAYAMVARA FOR HER 
ТО WHICH 1 SHALL INVITE g 
MANY A NOBLE 
KING AND CHIEF. 


TNDUMATI WOULD Y 
MAKE A PEERLESS 
BRIDE «GO TO 
VIDARBHA AND WIN 
HER, MY SON. „Д 


TOWARDS THE END OF THEIR 
JOURNEY, AS THEY SET UP _ 
(САМР ON THE BANKS OF THE 


AN ANGRY ROGUE ELEPHANT 


THE MOMENT THE SPEAR PIERCED. 


THE ANIMAL «: 


ўзо nave REDEEMED’ 
МЕ FROM А CURSE - At 
А REWARD PLEASE 
ACCEPT THIS MAGIC 
SPEAR. IT CAN PUT 
WHOLE ARMIES 
Be. то SLEEP. 


BENEUFELECTIA: AFING. 


аа CORTESE вав 


THE NEXT MORNING , AJA AND HIS 
IRETINUE RESUMED THEIR JOURNEY. 


| FAVOURED. PERHAPS 
ТАМ FATED ТО WIN 
THE FAIR BRIDE. 


lar ИОЯКВИЯ, 14 ! WELCOME, О SON OF RAGHU. 

HOJA HIMSELF. YOU MAY REST TONIGHT AT 

(МЕ OUT TO |. THE SPECIAL PALACE 1 HAVE 
BUILT FOR YOU. му MEN 


THE NEXT MORNING, AS АМА Птн Son OF ннат норе po 배기 
ENTERED THE HALL — RAGHU! „(1 HAVE NOW OF WIN- 1 


Пе „мне THE FAIR 
1 / OH, THAT. BRIDES 


THE ме WAS TENSE AS THE MIGHTY KINGS AWAITED HER ENTRY—EACH WITH | 
THE HOPE THAT HE ШОШ ВЕ THE CHOSEN | 


ALANQUIN BEARING 
BROUGHT ІМ. 


n cna ha 


THUS INDUMATI PASSED EACH HOPEFUL THE DEVOUT KING OF s 1 
KING BY. 5 NOT IN MY 


AVANTI, WHO IN LOOKS, 
AND VALOUR RIVALS, 


IIDUMATI MADE МО COMMENT вит 
ONLY BLUSHED IN CONFUSION. 


AJA, THE CROWN PRINCE 
OF Ачоонча „MIGHTY 
RAGHU'S SON, 


ONE.1 SHALL 
TEASE HER. 


INDUMATI HARDLY HEARD || 4 
0 = 
LOCKED IN HIS, SHE PLACED hi 
THE GARLAND AROUND. 

10006 NECK. THERE WAS 
А ROAR OF APPROVAL 


BECOME ONE 
WITH HER FIT 


Драките ли, 


WHILE THE RIVAL SUITORS LOCKED WITH HOSTILITY ЯТ THE FAIR, 
KING BHOJA LED INDUMATI АМ? AJA THROUGH THE FESTIVE CITY. 


PEA RAGHU ONCE мка 
1 LESSLY HUMBLED US | 
(яе wow не sow ДТ 

gis мацка OFF итн ДЕ (6 

BE) ДЬ. OUR PRIZE. 2 


WE MUST “Ў 
T AJENGE THE 
Мот ы 
E | 


АМ ARROW! 
1176 AN AMBUSH! |: 
THE DISAPPOINTED, 

SUITORS! 


TAKE COURAGE , 
TIMID ONE- AJA 

SHALL NOT LOSE 
YOU, HIS VERY 


1 ENTRUST МУ 
BRIDE TO VOU. GUARD 
HER WHILE WE MOUNT 
THE COUNTER-ATTACK , 


[RETURNED ТО AN OLD AND EXPERIENCED [ніз BRIDE IN SAFE HANDE 
COURTIER 


FOR A WHILE ИЕ LET THE BATTLE RAGE ОМ. [ек WEARY OF BLOODSHED 
p 3 IGHTER, 240 MADE А 


1 SHALL NOW 
у MAGIC jl 


ышы Васа 


AJA BLEW HIS CONCH TO ANNOUNCE 


THEN HE WENT TO INDUMATI. 


‘COME. BEHOLD 
QUE FOES. COULD 
SUCH AS THEY 
EVER HOPE ТО 


AND THEY RESUMED THEIR JOURNEY ТО 
VIVODHYAS| — /тнє манту KING, му 
за FATHER WILL REJOICE 
WHEN HE HEARS OF OUR 
VICTORY OVE 
POWERFUL VASSALS , 2 
кл сус е 


E 


COME. ту CHILDREN, THE ROYAL 
HOUSEHOLD WAITS TO 
cdm, HONOUR YOU. 


En 


Му 508,1 AM OLD 
NOW AND WOULD LIKE 


BECOME THE SOVEREIGN P 
AND RULE THE СОЦМТКУ/ 
IN THE TRADITION OF 49 
YOUR ANCESTORS. A 


Жай WAS A JUST, WISE AND. 
STRONG KING AND EARNED 
THE SAME LOVE AND RESPECT 
FROM HIS SUBJECTS THAT 

(115 FATHER HAD ENJOYED. 


ALL THAT AYODHYA 
NOW NEEDS 15 AN 
HEIR AS PIOUS AND 
VALIANT AS OUR А 


THE SON WHO BECAME KNOWN AS 
DASHARATHA, THE FATHER OF RAMA- 


Understanding 
SCIENCE 
BASIC SCIENCES FOR CHILDREN 
UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE is a full-colour series thet 
explains the fundamentals of science through a happy 
combination of ‘explanations by picture’, and of 
controlled vocabulary with the use of familiar language. 
Produced first in Britain, this series is now being 
made available in Hindi, Marathi, Telugu, Kannada 
and Gujarati besides English. 
\ ECHO BOOKS 
STORY-TIME BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
22 For ECHO we search and research stories to bring the 
young reader interesting mythology and folklore, easy- 
to-read history, the best in contemporary fiction, ond a 
miscellany of puzzles, gomes ond general knowledge. 
Amply and colourfully illustrated, ECHO books are in 
English for children between seven and thirteen. 


LET Us KNOW 


INDIA 


AN EDUCATIONAL SERIES FOR CHILDREN 

LET US KNOW INDIA asks questions and supplies answers 
оп the history, geography and culture of the Indio sub- 
continent. It goes along with the school curriculun 

ond takes the child beyond and outside it, 


We plon to bring out ot least 6 volumes of 
LET US KNOW INDIA every year. 
As you build your home library of LET US KNOW INDIA your 
child will not only get to know Indie, but to experience it. 
TUKANG KA! nz 
PICTORIAL CLASSICS FOR YOUNG AND OLD. 
CHATURANG КАТНА unfolds before you works 
like the Kothosoritsogoro, Vetola Panchavimshati 
oad the Vikramaditya Throne Stories. The stories 
жне carefully selected, authentically resecrched 
end where necessary, suitably adapted, And to 
ensure regular reading we have used the technique 
of speaking pictures full of colour and a 


meti 


Ан Dae р | 


nQoiiyiuous 


Dreseowatiou 


